A DLAMOND two and 8 quarter inches
losg was recently found in South
Africa. All the crowned heads of
Europe are bidding agninst each other
for this wonderful jewel, but it will
doubtiess be carried off by some Amer
fcan hotel clerk.

_

It is & curious fuct that, familiar as
the general public is with the news
paper, the iden still prevails that the
newspaper business is a kind of home
misslonary enterpriso, whose object is
the intellectual and moral advance
ment of the peopla

Mair earriers in Washington make
thelr rounds on bicycles, and the plan
is suid to be successful. Wushington,
with Its hand, smooth pavements of
asphalt, is the wheelman's paradise,
and thore, if anywhere, the scheme of
mounting carriers on o wheel is feas-
ible. But it would bardly snswer in
other cities.

It is a rather curious fact while the
survivora of the war of 1812 consist of
413 soldiers to 8,610 soldiors' widows,
the survivers of the war of Mexico
show up 17,158 soldiers to 6,764 sol-
diers' widows. In the former case
the widows outnumber the men more
than twenty to one, in the lutter the
men outnumber the widows three to
ono.

It long ugo became npparent that so
long as the Indinos were to be treated
as wards they shonld be mussed ota
few places, where they could be easily
and economlicully guarded. As It is
now they are soattered  over
thousands of miles of countey,
and it ls practically impossible for an
army thoe size of that at preseat main-
taloed in America to keop no efficlent
watch upon them.

DeseErrrons from the army are do-
creasing slowly, but as the benefits of
the new law become more evident, the
evil of running awuy from Uncle Sam's
care will dimfnish. About nine men
in every hundved deserted last year,
which was a much larger proportion
than dodged when the civil war made
doing one's duty most dangerous.
There is no glory in doing menial
work In rarreisons, and this demoralizes
the men who do not sae the true nobil-
Ity of the slightest tene service,

Pror, Suaten has small falth in the
permanencs of tho rock guses which
have becoma so valunble commercially
in western Pennsylvania and the
peighboring states, At the existing
rate of demand for these light and
heat giving gases, he says, it is doubt-
ful if in filty years from the present
time they will have any placs In our
economies, and in the reglons of most
extended consumplions. It seems
quita certain that the exhausiion of
the store will be accomplished in much
less time.

IN nothing is our journalism more
American tlian in the opportunity It
gives to the people for expressing
thelr grievancos or for discussing
mutlers that wifeet the well-being of
the community. While the press
avoids taking sides in anything that
hinta o! privats quarrels' the humblest
oltlzen, il he hnve just enuse of offense
agninst u publie or private corpor-
ation, however large and influential,
Is sura of huving & hearing if he ap-
peals to the press. And in many
cadns the nbuse Is remodied slmply
from the fuet that it is in the power of
the individual to appeal to the press,

A CTITICISM o0 curedit 1ife was made
the other duy by a New Yorker. whose
ideas are always worth hearing, thuy
tho publicus n ruls is prone to bs in-
torested in things nfar, Weo lgnore’
the extramas of misery and poverty as
they exist In our own cities, and are
engor 1o listen to delectablo tales of
the eannibuls of the South Sen Islands.
Wa nre not especinlly anxious to know
the Wrue inwardness of life or condi-
tions in Alaska, but we pour out libu-
tlons snid sing peeans of joy if we may
becvome familiur with the Duark Con-
tnent, It would seem, Indeed, that
vevery ¢hip is n romantle object suve
the one in which wa sall.”

Ix another year the proposed ralle
road from Jaffu to Jerusalom will be
built and in operation, and then the
question whether Mohsmmedans shall
continue to hold the Holy City, or
whothur it shull puss under the sway
of Greeks, Lating or Protastunts, will
ncquire a new intorest. 'The orthodox
Jews of Europe, who adhere to the
literal interpretation of the Old Serip-
turss, beliovo that Jerusalem i3 re-
sorved, not for Groek Chrlstinne, nor
Latla Christians, nor Protestint Chels-
tions, but for themslves—nnd l.h'ej'
vonfldently nwalt the time when the
Jews sh .1l return from nll the ends of
the e:rth to re-vceupy Pulestine, and
the Clty of David, rebullt, repupulated
and beautified, shall be *the joy of the
whole earth."

——— |
Wi aro all steuggling hers for bare
existence, and the truo stress of the
struggle s not so much nguinst the
powers of nuture as agulnst one anobh-
er. It ls compotition that cute our
thronta, fills our privons nad nsyluma,
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a mass of ominous-looking clouds, and, hs
Bolsover sald, there wus every likelihood
of n dirty night. The time had come to
rednce our spread of canvas, and the ship
being under a patent foretopsail and Jib, we
lowered and reefed the former without
difMieulty, The boatswain then made all
snug, battened down the hatches, and
bronght a sult of oliskin and o palr of sea-
hoots for himself, and another for me, put
food, water, and grog within reach, and
lighted the lanterns, When he had done
all that waa necessary, or, mther, all that
he cuuld, he joined me at the wheel, for, na
he salil, it wonld take two to steer, and all
little enough. 3

And so it proved. The wind rose every
moment, and thongh we had so littie sail
set, the ship went through tho water like
an Atlantic liner at full speed. Then it
Iulle a little, and the raln came down as
{t only can come down in the tropica, rat-
tling on the deck like discharges of mus-
ketry, and tnmbling out of the scuppers in
cascades, From time to time there camea
tremendous clap of thunder, the aky was
ablaze with lightning, which bronght every
spar and rope of the ship into vivid rellef,
and cast a lurld glow on an angey sea bil-
lowed with foam-crested waves, But we
were by no means in the center of the
gtorm, else Iv had gone i1l with ns; and the
rain, by keeping the sen down somewhat,
probably prevented us from belng pooped,

When morning broke the rain was still
falling, and the wind blowing in strong
guats; the “Diana’ waa scudding beforeir,
and we were still both at the wheel; and
except for intervals of a few minutes, when
one or other of us snatched o morsel of
food or took a pull at the bottle of half-
water grog which Tom had put andér the
biunncle, we remnined at the wheel all that
day and all the next night,

What distance we made in this time we
hnd no means of exactly computing: but
when the wind began to fall off, Tom tried
our rate of salling with the patent log, and
found it to be eight knots; but our average
speed during the thicty-six hours the gale
lasted must hnve been muel more, and we
probably ran not less thun four hundred
miles, Where we were we conld form on-
Iy the very vaguest Idea, for onr course
had been most errutie, the wind shifling
continunlly.

When the storm abnted, and there wns
promise of better wonther, Bolsover sug.
gested that I'shonld turn in.

*1 wm more usel to this sort of thing
than you are,” he sald. *I can stand it
awhile longer; but you are about used up,
I think, Lie down for an honr or two, I
will waken you np when I want you."

I required no sccond bldding. } wns nt-
terly spent, and only half conseiona, With-
ont undressing, [ threw mysell on the
bunk {un the captain's cabin, and almost
before my head touched the pillow was
fust nslecp,

When I awoke, as It seemed to me an
hour or o later, the snn wns shining
brightly, and the boatswaln lay asleep on
the fioor,

“Halloo!™ I thought. *Hna old Tom de-
serted hispost? Why dido't he waken me?"

But when T looked out Tsaw thut thoson
was perfectly enlin—not a Lrenth of nir
rufflvd its glnssy snrfuce—and the *Digna®
Iay there, na stilt anid motionless os “a
puinted ship npon a paluted eoenn.”

Clearly no need forn manat the wheel,
and Tom had done gaite vight to take hia
rokt withont interrupting mine.

After a wash and a wal's ronnd the ship,
I went to the galley, kindled thie five, mude
lobscouse sl pea sonp, and when ol was
remly returnsl 1o the eabin to loo' after
Tom. ITe waa just opening his eyes,

“Iave vou had a good sleep?™ I usked,

“Vory: and you?'"

O, pretty well, T must have hipd three
or four bours, and if L had not been so
hungry [shonld have gone on nwhile long-
er.”
“Three or four honrs! Why, blesa yaon,
Mr. Iirle, yon bave slept nwore ke thirty
honrs|"

“Non=ense, Tlolsover! I know betier.”

“Well, then, the sun §s golnz weoa, Tu
wis a gnod denl past noon when T otnened
In, and"—=zlapeing at the sun—""it cannnt
be mneh past eleven now, Yo, Mr, Tiele,
yon have slept something like thirty hours,
and mas nbont twenty-fonr—=ind n goxl
thing, too, Wo wanted It When (b fell
enl'nn | knew ns thie shith eonl | tike sare of
herself, 8o I Jnat lashed the wheel amll-
ships, Inll mysell down on the cabin floor
Jost ns I was, anid let you go on with your
sleep, And now let ne have some grub,
for I um moat terrible sharp-set, and that
lobsconse smolls ny aweet ns o posy,  We
my take oiirense n bit now, Mr, Erle,
This is o calm asavill lnst, this 15"

“Iow long will it Inst, do yon think."

“The Lonl anly knows! May ba a fort-
night, may be three weeks: 1 linve hearl
of calms In. theso lntitn‘les—we mnat be
somewhera nbant the doldrums—1"ve heard
of "em Insting six nnid neven weeks,"

“A plensant prospee'l  Why, we slinll be
nearly frizzled! I wounld rather have a
storm or two,"”

“T'hint's a sentimont as Tshonld say amen
b, 1t we hadl u rather more powerful erety,
Afr. Rrle; but with n ship's compnay of
two, offloors and passengers {nelmded, I
wonld not peav forn wil s thonel T omlethi
whiatle for awin). With our small apreat
of canvas u lght breezs would not do us
much good, and 1t wonld not be safe to
spread more, oven If we coull, Buat I'm
funo hurry, Mr, Erle=I"m In no hurry,
We've plenty of grub und water aboand,
and P'mqulte content to abide in these
Inbitndes nwhile longer; for It s heréabonts
=or, It not hereabouts, a Uit turther south
—dglmwnﬂtum ‘Bauta An-
pa.

«old ldiot1" 1 waa golng to sny; but
oot ting to hurt the foolish fellow's
feulingn or fall out with him, I morely
asked why on enrth he expected to find the
teenanreshlp in that partioular apot,.es.

n we did not know within a thous- |
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bad neither cats, traps, dogs, nor ferrets.

*I will make the beggnrs drown theme
sclves,” he said.

And then be disclosed his plan. Rats,
be explained, cannot live without water,
and this was the renson why there were so
many of them about the water-tanks, where
they slaked their thirst by licking up the
drippings and droppings, But as there
was 80 much less water drawn than forms
erly, there were fewer dripplogs, and the
rats belog for that resson extremely dry,
water would make n splendid bait. All
that was necessury would be to take buck-
€ta, put a few Inches of water at the bot-
tom—mixed with molasscs to preveat them
from jumping out—fix long strips of wood
on tho sides, 8o balapced that when the
rats ran nlong them to get at the wales
they would fall into the buckets,

“Very well,” Isaid; “try it Dutin my
opinion the less you have to do with the
rats the better. If they have not got the
fever—I wish they had—they ean give it"

“Oh, | have no fear. 1 shall not tnke the
fever, 1 never thought Ishould, DBesides,
that storm must have blown it all out of
the ship."

8o Tom erranged his bnekets, put them
down in the holl near the water-tanks,
and awalted the vesult with great expecta-
tiona,

An hour later he ecamz up in great glee,
bringing one of his buckets,

“Look here!" he exclnimed, “Andthere's
more In the others,"

Its the bottom of the bucket was o writh-
Ing mass of rats, The water had not been
deep enough to drown all of them, and the
survivors, entangled in the molnsses, wera
fighting desperately cver the bodlesof thelr
comrados.

*“Poor wretches!" I eald, *“Put them out
of their misery, Tom!" i

“Poor wratchesl Pat them out of theie
miseryl I would rather put them futo a
bit more, Tsn't it them as dud all the mis-
chief? But here goes! 1'1 ohuek them
into the water and let the sharks cnteh 'em
—il they ean, They'll be well met."

And with that Tom went to the tafTrall,
and tarned the bueket upslile-down, where-
npon all the rats, dead and allve—all save
one, a flerce-looking, gray-whlskersl vet-
eran, which contrived to cling tothe slde—
fell pell-mell into the sen

“Got ont, yon blg devil!” gald the bLoats
swaln, sefzlng It by the tadl, =

Bat instead of getting ont, the rat twist-
ed round and fixed its long, sharp teeth
Into {ta captor's thumb, Tom drapped the
bueket 1ike u liok poratn, nul entelifng the
oreature Ly the neck, choked it off, and
gent it spinning.

Iy ——, it borts)” he execlafmed, pope
ping the wonnded thumb into hismouth,

“You had batter go and bathe it with hot
watar," I saiil. “Iat-bites are nasty things
sometimes,”

*1 don't think it'a worth while, 111 pnt
n bit of piteh on i, 1t's the best plaster I
know. [uever thonght i vat conld bite so
keen, That gray-whiskere ! beggar's teeth
were ke plns and needles,”

The ineilent maile the bYoatswaln more
Inveterate dzalnst the vats than ever. He
sotivertail all the buckeis in the slip into
traps, and by sunsat he hivd ennght severl
dogens, 1Is ook eare, however, belors
throwing them overbonvil, 1o see that they
were properly (rowned, and even then he
handled the bucket In snali 0 way a8 to
prevent nny possibility of u seeotil bite,

Bt the vats, though they perished, had
their revenge, The next morning Doleo-
ver was very (1L, The thaimb was inlnmed
and exeewdingly painfol, nnd he hind all
the appearance of gickening for yellow fev.
er.  Dwas gavionsly atarmed, for, dospite
hisernzt abont the "Bintn Annn" old
Tom wnsw thornaxzh seiman aml a Vory
gooid fellow,  Yom ennnot be theosn mueh
with aoman (0t nuy rate, T oontot) withont
wetiing to ke him—nnleas he 18 nbhsolnte.
Iy reprlaive—und T Ll got to like the
boatawnln,  eaides, whnt wonld héedme
of e A should beleft alone on honrd o
Bl shifgy i miil=ncean, ntterly Ignorant of
my wher aboolsg only Jast able to steer,
andd hiartly Rinow [z one sadl from another?

1At were possible to Keep ald Tom allve,
T meant 1o da it, althonth, julging by my
re2nt experlence, the odds wgninst his re-
eavery were hunslreds to one, On the oth-
e b, e very et that he bl remalosl
#0 long Invhlyernhile showed that he pos-
sesa] wrent reslsting power, anil renderad
it probuble that e wonld mnke a tomw gher
flzht for hix lite than the others nl done.

The first thing wus to get my patient to

keep his Led, which for n time he obstin-
ately refused to do, To confess that he
was {11 would uot only liave tonched his
pelde nmd made his hoastings 1nok rather
ridlenlons, but wonld have gune far to
fal<ify s predictima, 853 he pretended
that s liness was o mere pnssing Indis-
position—""n hit of n hewdache”—maide
Hizht of his awo'len thimb, and Insisted on
getting upand lelplug to preparve Lroak-
fant, .
Dat the strongest will eannot long bane
up under severs loeal puln and the all-per-
viuling agonles of fever, il it wasnot long
1) "ore Dolsover confessed himsell benaton,
Bl took to liis bod,

“I never thonght 1 shonld be ML he
murmurad, *“but it won't be much,  ITnahall
be well in a dny or two, 1 Know T shall,
Yon were tlght, Me Brley [alroniin't have
meddiel with them rats—hang lem! I
flon’t eara how soon weget outof this ship,
There's o curap on hory that's what 16 18
Tuere's n curse on her,” -

Tom mnst have Leen very bad to own
hilmuelf fi the wrong, 1t was nn evil sign,
nnd mndde me alinost despalr of his recov

ory,

“1 hund Intely read a second time, in pome
Instancen n third time, the medical Looka
In the onptaln's enliin, and the knowledge
thus acquiced, nul my own observation,
hadl given me certiln ideas us to treatment
of yollow fover, whieh [ now proceeded to

Medicine having:
iyl
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been here!”

*we have been becalmed flve weeks; but
a8 to how long we have been here I would
not venture to ofler an opinion. 1am nok
sure whether we are here!”

“You nre getting beyond mo now, Mr,
Erle. Not sure whether we are LEerel
Where else should we bo?"

“I mean that we are moving. At any
rate, 1 think s0. [ happened this morning
to throw n cork overboard at the stern, and
now it is at the hows,"

“Thero must be a current, then.”

"1t looka so; and {f the cork, moves so
mnst the ship, thongh not so fast,”

“You may soon find out whether she
moves. Mnke a trial with the log.”

“A happy thonght! It never occurred to
mo. 1 will do It atones,”

And Idid, The “Diauna" was progres-
sing through the water at the rate of a
kuot an hour.

“If we have been golng nt this speed nll
nlong for the last fivo weeks," [ sald, mak-
{og = rapld mental ealoulation, “we have
done elght hundred and forty miles."

“I don't think we biave Leon golng at this
speed all nlong. When Ifell 1l [t was ns
dend a culm ns it could be, and as hot as
blazes. And now it ia cooler—I nm sure it
is coolor. Duon't yon think sot”

"I know it is. Ilook at the thermome-
ter every day, and theavernge temperature
is trom sevon to ten dejrocs lower than jt

TO BE CONTINUEM.
Borrowlul Stuggins' “Corpso Curo”

Curb and Corrillor of the Bt Paunl
Pioncer Preas has an aunt who lives in
one of the fonr—points of the compass
—ilivizions of the pretiy vity of Brook-
field, Masw., and the old lady, whe has
a keen gengo of humor, loves to dilate
upon the queer proply whom she has
for neighbors, and somo of their adid
sayings and doings. Here are a couple
of ler anecidotes:

“I had a femnle acquaintunce who
lived at the foot of the hill in North
Brookfleld, on whoso slope was asmall
graveynrd, At tho bottom of the slope
was the woll which supplied her with
watar,  One day a friend from Bostan,
a doctor, visited her, and when he took
a wnlk after dinner wns hortitled at
diseavering the dire possibilities of the
drainnge from the location of the
tombs fnto the well, e rushed inte
tho house to remonstrate, bnt after he
had told his horrible tale all the woman
sald was:

0l I reckon 'twon't hurt me any.
Them’s mos'lf my relations  that's
buried up vonder.'

+Wo nsed to eall him Sorrowful
Btuggins, beenuse Lo took on so when
his tivst wile diod. e bulit & vanlt on
his own place—Iit was nigh the skirts of
ankliu'd be lived—and bud her body

ut in it so that the coffin could easily

s ggen.  But Stuggins got tired of
Innelinese after o conple of years ol
widowering, nnd marrvied n woman
from n peighborving farm. The second
wife had a tomper of her owny and it
wnsn't long belore slie gave Stugging
a taste of it.  So what did that man do
bnt go to an nndertaker aml got o
glnss top put in his fivst wife's eoflin,
Then when vamber two ot eantunk-
erons he'd lewld her to the vault nld
]iush hurdown over the opuning, say-
ng:

slhere, yon erosg-preained fumale,
titke i look 1t the only woman I ever
Joved,?

sIedadn’t take many doses of that
sort ol medieine to take pretty mueh
all the eantanker ont of the womber
tiva, and wo used to call it the ‘corpsa
oures™

He Was n Gentleman Farmer.

Col.  Maymulive of Ann Arundel
County, Maryhunil, wis o lntee sluve
owner, sive the Baltimore Horald, The
Colonel spent i good denl of his time
away feowy home,  One time on his ve-
then e took o deve over his property,
anid an his retuen et o simall eolored

¥,

EWhom dlo you helong to, boy P the
Colonel nskol.

“Why, sah, I-I—"longsto Col, May-
padier, anh."

“Who's heP" inguired the Colonel, to
sec wlhnt the chip wonhl sy,

“H—=h=ho'sn fermer, sal®

“What sort of a furmer?”
L ro—gontleman fnrmoer, sah,"

sGentleman faemer!™ repented the
Calonel, “What kind of a furmer's o
gentloman favmer?”

“W—wall, sali,” pako up the colaro
boy, “h—he's n farmor dat don't tise
no ‘hacoo, sah, a—and hus 1o buy bis
co'n wh

Tha Colohel enjoyed the joko, 1t s
wadd, and afterwand told it tipon  hime
sell with muth nmusenont,

The Dog Waa Astonished,

A singnlyr eloetele-wiro neeident was
soen the other day in Boston, The
sttention of pussers-ly wns attracted
by the barking of a red Ivish setter 1o
an English spiriow, which wis porchwl
upon u,ulu__ulrle-!lgllt wire high abuova
the Deast's hemd.  The animal had evi-
dently been smugiog himselt in the
Trait of olinsing the bied, anil
when It had taken veluge on high hail
emleavore ! to get somo consolntion
ustlly. Tho dny wos

swayod to nud fro,
enjoying s

/bl eame In contnot with anoths
wire neat by, Theu, In thy twink-
ol ye. the unlucky sparrow
if wi atono dewd at the

Je dide’t offer to pick the cren-
upy bul lupli' oppod barking
slood # his proy In sstouns

1y . eolobration st Wesl
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DR TALMAGE'S SERMON ON THE
NATIVITY OF THE BAVIOUR.

Thoughts Suggested by the Bur
roundings, Incidents and Clrcum-
stances Connected With Cheist's
Coming on Earth.—The Signifi-
cance of the First Christmas Glis.

Brookiys, N. Y., Dec, 28, —Dr. Tal-
mage's sermon today was sppropriate to
the scason.  Jis subject was tho Christmas
Jubllee, A crowd which fillad the Acad-
oy of Music in every part listened to It
in the morning snd another emormous
cudionce thronged the New York Academy
of Musio to hear it in the ovening, His
text was Luke 2:15, “Let us now go even
unto Bethlehom,”

Amid a thousand mereles we givoe each
other holiday cong lutions, By long
established custom we exhort each other
to bhealthful merviment, By gift, by
Clristmas trees which blossom and froit in
one night, by early morning swiprise, by
clusters of lighted cundles, by children's
procession. by sound of [nstruments some-
times moro biatant than musical, we wake
up the night and prolong the day. The
event commemorated is the gladdest of the
centurics, Christ's erndle was as wonder-
ful as his cross, Persuude me of the first
and I am not surprised ot the lust, The
door by which he enterod was as tremen-
dous as tho door by which he went out.

Christ's advent was in the hostelry called
the house of Chim Ham; the night with
dinmonded flngor pointing down to the
place; the door of heaven sel wide open to
look out; from orchestral batons of light
dripping oratorios of the Messiah; on low-
csldoorstep of heaven the minstrels of God
discoursing glory nnd goodwill, Soon after
the white-bourded astrologists kneel and
from leathern pouch chink the skekels, and
from open sacks exhale the frankincense
amd rustie out the bundles of myrrh. The
loosened star; tho eacaped doxology of ee-
lestials: the chill December night aflush
with May moon; our world a lost star,
and another star rushing down the sky that
night to beckon the wanderer home again,
shall yet muke all nutions kecp Christmas,

Are there no new leasons from the story
not yet hackneyed by oft repeatal? Oh,
ves, Kunow In the fipst place, it wos n
sidereal uppenrvanco that led the way, Why
not & biack cloud in the shupe of o hand or
fingor pointing down to the sacred birth-
place? A cloud means trouble, and tho
waorld had had troublo enough.  Why not
i shaft of lightulng quivering and flashing
and strlking down to the sacred birthplace?
Lightning means destruetion, n shattering
nnd consuming power, and the world
wanted no more destroction,

But it was o star, und that means joy,
that means lope, that meéuns good cheer,
that means ascenduney. A star! That
mouns  croative  power, for did not tho
morting sturs  sing torether when the
portfotio of the worlds wus opencd? A
star! That means delinse, Tor did not the
stars fight in thele courses ngainst Sisora
amd for the Lord's poople? Astar!  That
means beilliant continupnve, for are not
the rlghteous to shine as the sturs forover
and ever? A star!  That means the open-
fug of cternal oy,  The day star In the
howrt.  The wornlng star of the Re
desmoer,

Nota black cloud of thrent, buta gleam-
ing star of bope 1s our glorious Christion-
ity. Ono glimpso of that stellar appenr-
unce kindled up the soul of the sick and
dying college student until the words
flushed from his pale fingers and the star
seemed to pour its light from his white
lips as Kirke White wrote these immortal
words:

When marstinlled on the nightly plain
The glittering hosts bestad the sloy,
Ulnie 8o ifone o
Can fx tho slnnor's wa
Hurk, biek to tod, the
From every host, frong )
Hut one alone, the Savioure spewks,
It Is the Btar of Bethlohem.
Oneecon the rnging sods T e,
The storm was lond, the plght was dark,
And rudely blew the wind that tossed my
foundering bark;
Deep horror then my vitals froze,
Death steoek, T ecased 1he tlde o stom;
When suddenly wostar arose,
I was tho Bue of Buthelom,

Notlee nlso In this scene, that othor
worlds setm to honor our Lovd and master.
Bright star of the night, wheel on thine
orbit,  “No," suid the star, *1 must come
negrer and T must bond aond 1T must wateh
und see what you do with my Josus,’
Another world that night joined our world
in worship. That star mwade o bow of
obeisance, I sometimes hear people talk
of Christ's dominlon ns though it were to
b mierely the fow  thousand miwes of the
world's clveumfesencoy bul 1 belleve the
millions and tho billions pud quadrillions of
worlds are all inbabited—if not by such
crestures ns we uro, still such ercatures as
God desined to make, and that nll theso
worlds uro a purt of Christ's dominlon,
Isane Newton, and Kepler, and Herschel
only went on Columbus voyage to find
these continents of our IXing's domain,

But this scope also impresses me with
the fact that the wise men of the Hast
came to Christ, They were not fools,
they were not imbeciles, The record
distinetly says that the wise men enme to
Christ, We say they were the magi, or
they were the slchemists, or they were the
nstrologists, nud we sny it with deprociat-
ing accentuatlon, Why they were the
most splendid and magnificent men of the
contury, They were the naturallsts and
the selentists,  They knew all that wus
known, You must remember that as-
trology wis the mother of astronomy, and
thut alchomy wis the moher of chomistry,
nnid beenuso ohildren are brighter than the
mother you do not desplse the mother,

1t was the 'felong  business of these as-
trologers to study the stars, Twonty-two
hundred and fifty yeqrs before Christ was
born the wise mon know the procession of
the equinoxcs wnd they had calealated tho
orbit and the return of the comets. Pro-
fessor Smith declares that he thinks they
understood tho distance of the sun from
the carth. Wo find In the book of Job
thut the men of olden times did not sup-
poso the world was flat as some have sald,
but that he know and the men of his time
knew the world was globular, The pyra~
mids were bullt for astrologieal and ns-
tropomlical study, Then the alehemista
spent thely lives In the study of metals
und guses ond liguids and sollds, and in
filling the world's library with their wonder-
ful discoveries. They wero vastly wiso
men who came from the east, and tradition
siiys the three wisest came, Cuspar, a
young man; Balthuzar, o man o mid-tife
und Melchior, an octogenarian, Tho three
wisost men of all the century, They came
to the manger,

Ho it has always born—the wisest men
como to Christ, the bralniest men come to
the munger, Who was tho groutest mota-
physicion this country over produped?
Jonathan Edwurds, tho Cheistian. Who
was tho groatest usteonomoer of the world?
Horachel, the Christian, Who waa the

HHHAH
it
izl T
L
i

milesof agony? Hath the Christ whose tax
was paid by a fish, the coin taken from its
mouth, no cars for the tossing fins in the
fish market? Hath the Christ who strung
with his own hand the norves of dog and
cat 1o indignation for the borors of vivi-
section? Hath the Christ who said, *Go to
the ant,” no watchlulness for the transfix-
od insects? Hath the Christ who said,
“Behold the fowls of the air,” himsell
never beheld tho outrages heaped upon the
brute creation which cannot articulate its
grief? This Christ eame not only to lift the
human race out of its trouble, but to Lft
out of pang and hardship the animal cres-
tion. Intho glorious millennial time tho
child shall lead the lion and play with the
cockatrice only because brute and reptilo
shall have no more wrongs 1o avenge. "T‘n
alleviate the condition of the brute creation
Chrlst was born in tho cattle pen, The first
bleut of tho lamb of God heard smid the
tired flocks of the Bethlchem shepherds,
The white horse of eternal victory stabled
in n barn,

But notice also in this account the three
Christmas prescits that are brought to the
manger, Gold, Frankineense and Myrrh.
Gold to Christ—that means all the afiuenco
of the world surrendered to him, The gold
for Christ, the silver for Christ, the jewcls
for Christ. Australin, Nevada and Gol-
conda for Chirst. The bright, round,
beautiful jewel of a world set like o soli-
taire on the bosom of Christ,

But I notive that these wise men also
took out from their sacks the myrrh, Tho
cattle came and snuffed ot it. They did
not eat it hecause it wus bitter, The pun-
gent gum resin of Abyssinin called myrrh
brought to the feet of Christ, That means
bitterness, Bitter betrayul, bitter perse-
cution, bitter days of suffering, bitter
nights of woe, Myreh, That is what
they put into his cup when he was dying.
Myrrh. That is what the Marys twistod
in the shroud of o crucifiecd Christ. The
myreh.  Oh, the height, the depth, the
length, the Uremdth of the Saviour's
sorrow, Well might the wise men shake
out the myrrh,

But I notice also from another sack they
shale out the frankincense, Clear up to
the rafters of the birn the alre is filled with
perfume, and the hostlers and the eamel
drivers in the furibest part of the bullding
inhale It, and it floats out on the alr until
passers-by wonder who in that rough pluce
could have by scvident deopped o box of
nbalaster, Frankineense, That is what
they burned in the censer in the ancient
temple,  Frankincense, That  means
worship, Frankincense, That Is to fill
all the homes, ond all the churclhes, and
ull the eapitals, and all the patlons, from
cellar of staloctited cave clear up to tho
silvery rafters of the starlit dome, Frank-
Ingense, That is what we shake out from
hearts today, so that the nostrils of Christ
oneo crimsoned with the hemorrhage of
tho cross, shall be flooded with the perfuma
of o world's wdoration, Frankinconse,
Fraokincense in song, and strmon, and
offertory, ond handshaking, and decora-
tion. Praise him, mountaing and hills,
valleys nnd seas, and skies and earth and
heaven—eyelone with  your trumpets,
northern lights with your flaming en-
sign, morning with your castles of cloud
und evening with your billowlng clouds of
sunset, Do you know how they used to
hold the censer In the olden times, nnd
what it was made of? Hoere is o motal pan
and the handle by which it was held, In
the juside of this metal pan were put living
couls, on the top of them & perforated cov-
er.  In asquare box the frankincense was
brought to the temple, This frankincense
wias taken out and sprinkled over the living
coals, and then the perforated covor was
put on, and when they were all ready for
worship, then the cover was lifted and fie:s
this censor and from all the other conscrs
and the perfumed smoke urose until it hung
amid all the folds and dropped nmid all the
altars, aond then rose in grost columns of
praise outside the temple, rising clear up
toward the throne of Clod. So we have
two eensers todoy, of Christmas frankine
cenge.  Hern Is the one censer of carthly
frankincense.  Ou thut we put our thanks
for the mercies of the past year, the mer-
clos of all our past lives, Individual mee-
cles, Tumily meveies, socinl meveies, nution-
al moreies, and our hearts burning with
gratitute send wloft the incense of praise
toward the throne of Christ, Bring on
more incense, nnd higher and highor let the
columns of praise ascend, Let thom wreathe
ull theso pillars and hover amid all these
arches and then sonr to tho throne,  But
here is the other censer of hoavenly thunks-
giving and worship, Lot them bring all
thelr frankinscence—the cherubim bring
theirs and the seraphim thelvs and the one
hundred and forty and four thousand
thelrs ond all  the eternities theirs,
and  let  them smoke with per-
fume on this Theavenly ocenser untll
tho cloud canoples tho throne of God,
Then I take these two occnsors—the conser
of eurthly frankincense and the censer of
heavenly frankincenso—und I swing them
beforo the throne, and then 1 clash them
togother In ono grent Rallelajih unto him
to whom the wise men of the Bust brought
the gold, and the myrrh and the frankip-
oense,  Blessed be his glovious nume
forover!

On a Connecticut ralirond is a newse
boy eighty-two years old. He was
formerly a school teacher.

The Sloux of Bouth Dakotn are dylng
rapldly of coosimption and other
thront und chest diseases.

A Goorgla plantation has n penr tree
measutiog ten fevt in clrvnmlerence
sud over thres feot in dinmneter,

In the Gila Vulley disttict of Arl-
gonn Territory it is proposed to plant
6,000 neres to oranges this winter,

A large number of enrringes In eitfes
aro now supplled with rubler tires to
prevent violent jolting and deafening
clatter.

Tho rhododendron plautation of Mr,
Follnoabeo in the town of Fitzwilllaw,
N. H., Is one of the Horal wouders of
New England,

In the French Jardin dos Plantes is
a peonllar South American lizard, re-
mﬁﬂl:; Inlk';ﬂylnf tlom:;" whliinh colla
a e 0|
nrlul-p gehog when dis-
An Instance of Imt retribution Is
found In the eane of the man who Ine
Il'::l:l tho I:I?O-In-olrvur puzsle, e
o sent Lo an In
e o subo nsylum ln
The struggle u tho i
opening tho oar window or g:t“l:::u:f
m - lilh.lh!:llll 'ﬁonl::l bo-
woen nerop o and the woros
maalacs,

lulllnnh#'h.m mn?dd by
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Alligntor - Prrparstion of Specimens.
bread by means of
.n'.l'o ;"::‘E:‘ll times a fuirly

saurinn,
in the alligator his opportunity; and
though a ten-foot 'gator mever can be
very desirable, even when stuffed, Jit-

le ‘gators rly propared and

:wnnlad are !n T:osl demand, nud are
hrought home quantity by the
Nurthern tourist.

We need not find fanlt with nature,
and tax her with having slizhted us in
the crocodileans, 1l lln lnu hlhoru is
the gavial, in Egrpt there is the croco-
di!e.g:nd in Am“ the alligator and
the cayman, It can hardly beguoes-
tioned but that we have on this conti-
nent both the crocodile and the alli-

tor. The main point of difference,
sccording to Mr. Hornaday, between
the crocodile and the alligator is as
follows: *-A erocodile is distinguished
by a triangular hend, of which the
snout is the apex, a uarrow muzzle.
and canine teeth in the lower jaw
which pass freely ul:warll in the notch-
es in tho side of the upper; whereas
the alligator (also eayman or saeare)
has a broad fat muszle, and the eanine
teeth of the lower jaw fit iuto sockets
in the under surface of the upper jaw.”

I'he businesa of collecting the skins
of alligators has alrewdy somewhat
diminished tho quantity of these sau-
rinns in certain parts of Florida, but
they are still to be found in large oume-
bers further inland. It is barely sup-
posable that ailigntors never will be-
come extinot in Florida while those
vist interior Inkes and swamps exist.
A visit paid by a paturalist this vear to
Florida was convineing that allizatora
wore still very sbundant. Ta kill an
alligator, however, is by no meuns us
difficult as to secure him,

The 'gators bask in the sup on the
long stretches of sand, but thoy are
never quite asleep.  They always secem
to be on their guard, and repose, never
very far from the water, with their
heads pointing in the direction of
flight.

Guthering eggs roquires some skill,
beenuse the saurian mother hus o clever
way of hiding her teail.  Somotines
ns many a8 forty eggs ave found in a
nest ' few inches below the level. It
is not the invarinble habit of the moth-
er to pack into the nest decayoed vege-
table matter in order to add to the
heat.  Generally the warmth of the
sun is suflicient,

‘I'he eggs have aslight musky flavor,
and an experiment onee made with nn
omelet of alligator egys suffices, To
ent ‘gator is unknown, and endeavors
in this diveetion have never boen re-
pented.  Mr. Hornaday tells, however,
of having enten the South-Ameriean
variety, where the feed was lish, aod
declures “that the flesh was white,
tender, free from all disagreeahle
musky odors, and toothsome as tho
picest roast yveal."

1t ig with duo consideration of the
gizo of tho alligator s to whother yon
will take a seat on him or wot,  His
juws are not so much to be drealed as
u lash of his tall.

*Ky, mass! yon no wantee fros' 'ga-
tor dis mornin’® is about the cry of
tho vender of buby alligators in Jack-
sonville, as he plunges his hand into a
bucket swung on one arm, and hauls
out a little ugly, squirming, snapping
monster,  These little "gators may
have been found by theirowners just
emerging from their nests, or he may
have  seoured  them ns oggs, aod
hatched them ont himself.  The lnfant
saurinns show  their natural fnstinet
early, and will hite at once.

An nlligator 18 a queer pet, and to
tame un adult seems to be quite impos-
Bible. If intelligence is proporvtioned
to hulk of brain, that of the alligutor is
especinlly small. In disseoting o largo-
sized nlligator the brain substaneo will
barely il an ege-cap. We are not to
look upon u gator as eapable of any
attachments. When young (after hav-
ing had some of their tevth drawn)
they are oceasionully seen about
houses.

There nre a few of the native tax-
ldermists In Florida who devote n por-
tion of their time to the prepavation of
specimens, amd notably of little nllign-
tors, Generally, however, some one
in the line of husiness who lives inn
Northern ¢ity goes o Florlda for the
winter for his henlth, and earries out
his ealling by mounting young alliga-
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‘tors,—Hurper's Weekly,

Ioynal Fish.

While old and wise heads of the
United States and Bugland arve carry-
ing on o dignitied quirrel over the
ownership of the senl in Bohring Sen,
:jl-l.l me tell you something about royal

2.

You know that Kings and Queens
have many rights and perogatives.
Well, one of these perogatives of Kn.
glish ralers in olden times related to
royal fish. Royul fish are sturgeon nod
whale, which are considered the finest
of deop-sen Hish. For this ronson, *+an
acconnt of their snperior excellonce,"
whencver one of these tish was thrown
ashore or caught near the const of
England it beeame the property of tho
King, This scoms very nnjust to those
who might secure the while or stur-
f:aon. for they were compelled to give
t np without receiving any pay. Howa
ever the King hul some “ground for
clniming these royal fish ns his proper-
1y, bovause it was he who gunrded and
protected the sens from piratos and
robbers, and in those days there were
very many of them.

L'he most peenliar feature of tho
custom of royal fish was this—that
while the whole of the sturgeon be-
longed to the King, only hnlf of s
whiledid. For it was a prerogative,
as it Is called, of the Quesn thut the
tuil of every whale eaught in the way
I have told you was hor property, while
the head was only the King's. The
reason for this divislon, as givon by the
old records, was to furnish the Queen's
wardrobe with whalebone; and this
renson is more amusing than tho cus
tom is pooulinr, for the whalebone lios
entirely in the head of the whalo. But
there are many more ag Atrange und
anising customs recorded In Englani's
early Inwa,

This rlfht toroyal fish wasconsidered
of great Importancs, nud wax oatofully
gunrded for many genorations, It wae
ilso l.& tivo of tho Kings of
Donmark and the Dukos of Nurninndy,
aud from ono of thess It wus probubly
derived by the Prinoes of England,=
W. &, 8., in Harper's Young Peopie,

A Tuscarora (Nev.) ne ; o
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